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matter in the soil. It is probably the cheapest material that can be
bought for the purpose. As it comes from the threshers, it is long and
rather ^difficult to handle and therefore its use is restricted to crops
where it can be placed without too much difficulty. It may be used for
trees, potatoes, tomatoes, and strawberries. If it is cut up into inch-
lengths, it may be used for the lower-growing plants. Oat straw is softer
and will make a better mulch than wheat or rye. Barley straw makes a
good mulch, but it has barbs in it which irritate the skin, and when one
walks between the plants, these barbed awns get into stockings and
become very uncomfortable.

The one objection to straw mulches is the fire hazard. Cigarette butts
cannot be dropped around the garden if a straw mulch is being used.
Other mulches are safe from this point of view, unless they become very
dry and the wind happens to be strong enough to keep the flame going.
Paper mulches have been used but they are liable to do as much harm
as good. They are usually good for dry years, but shut off too much ak-
in wet weather.

CORN STALKS: This material is very coarse and cannot be used
unless it is run through a shredder or cutter and reduced to pieces an
inch or less in length. In such condition, it makes a fine mulching mate-
rial and should be used on sandy soils for most crops. If sweet-corn
stalks are cut immediately after the ears are removed, they will contain
an appreciable amount of nutrient material which will become avail-
able to the growing plants.

SALT HAY OR MARSH HAY : This makes a very good mulching mate-
rial, but will remain intact for several years. It does not break down
readily even when it is plowed under. It is excellent for strawberries
and blueberries and other coarse-growing plants. If cut into short
pieces, it may be used for any crop.

PEAT Moss: This makes a good mulch for the fewer and shrab
garden, but it is usually too expensive for general purposes. It does give
a better appearance to the garden than straw or similar material. Leaf-
mold makes a good material for mulching, but it does not save so mudb
time, as the weeds will usually grow through it. It is excellent ten the
standpoint of adding nutrients to the soil and a fine material to
around perennials and narrow-rowed vegetables. At least an
of these two materials should be used.

SAWDUST: Sawdust or shavings are good for mukfaiag piirpesses, but
should be mixed with limestone before tJbey are applied. For azaleas
and rhododendrons, however, they should be wed without